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Exchange Program Information Sheet 

Latest update: 2026/8/31 

 
1. General Information: 
Name of university Doshisha Women’s College of Liberal Arts 

Website https://www.dwc.doshisha.ac.jp/english  [English] 

https://www.dwc.doshisha.ac.jp/        [Japanese] 

Location/ Address Kyotanabe Campus: Kodo, Kyotanabe-city, Kyoto 610-0395, JAPAN 

Imadegawa Campus: Teramachi Nishiiru, Imadegawa-dori, Kamigyo-

ku, Kyoto-city, Kyoto 602-0893, JAPAN  

Language of instruction Japanese/English 

Brief introduction Doshisha Girl’s School was established in Kyoto in 1876 by Joseph 

Hardy Neesima, his wife Yae, an American missionary Alice J. 

Starkweather, and others. This school was chartered by Japan’s 

government as a four year university status institution in 1949. It was 

then renamed Doshisha Women’s College of Liberal Arts. Maintaining a 

history of constant innovation, the college today is a leading institution 

in women’s higher education in Japan with approximately 6,600 

students studying in eleven departments, one postgraduate certificate 

program and five graduate schools.  

■Undergraduate Level: 

Faculty of Liberal Arts -- Kyotanabe Campus 

   Department of Music 

   Department of Media 

   Department of International Studies 

Faculty of Contemporary Social Studies -- Kyotanabe Campus 

   Department of Social System Studies 

   Department of Childhood Studies 

Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences -- Kyotanabe Campus 

   Department of Clinical Pharmacy 

Faculty of Nursing -- Kyotanabe Campus 

   Department of Nursing 

Faculty of Culture and Representation -- Imadegawa Campus 

   Department of English 

   Department of Japanese Language and Literature 

Faculty of Human Life and Science -- Imadegawa Campus 
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   Department of Human Life Studies 

   Department of Food Science and Nutrition 

■Graduate Level: 
Literary Studies -- Imadegawa Campus (English and Japanese Studies) 

and Kyotanabe Campus (Information and Culture Studies) 

   English (M.A. and Ph. D.) 

   Japanese Studies (M.A. and Ph. D.) 

   Information and Culture Studies (M.A.) 

International Social Systems Studies -- Kyotanabe Campus 

   International Social Systems Studies (M.A.) 

Pharmaceutical Sciences Clinical Pharmaceutical Sciences  

-- Kyotanabe Campus 

   Clinical Pharmaceutical Sciences (Ph. D.) 

Human Life and Science-- Imadegawa Campus 

   Life Style Design Studies (M.A.) 

   Food Science and Nutrition Studies (M.S.)  

Nursing Science -- Kyotanabe Campus 

   Nursing Science (M.S. and Ph. D.) 

Numbers of exchange 

quota 

One (1) to three (3) one-year students per year, depending on the home 

institution. One (1) one-year student is equivalent to two (2) one-

semester students. 

 

2. Academic Options: 
Exchange students have the following three options for course arrangement. 

Option 1 

 

Regular 

Courses 

[For students with JLPT N1 or equivalent] 

Regular Courses for 24 credits per semester (12 classes per week) 

 

[For students with JLPT N2/N3 or equivalent] 

1. Japanese Language Course for eight credits per semester (Four classes per week) 

2. Comprehensive Japanese and Japanese Affairs Course for two credits per 

semester (One class per week), and 

3. Regular courses for 14 credits per semester (Seven classes per week) 

Option 2 

 

Japanese 

Studies 

Program 

[For students from English speaking countries with limited Japanese 

proficiency] 

* Students from non-English Speaking Countries with high English proficiency may 

be accepted too. 

* Japanese Studies Program (JSP) is a fall semester program which starts in late-
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[JSP] 

Fall 

Semester 

Only 

September and ends in mid-December. 

1. Japanese Language Courses for four credits per semester (Four classes per week) 

2. Japanese Culture and Society Courses delivered in English for eight credits (Four 

classes per week) 

3. Along with JSP, students may be allowed to take 1–2 regular courses taught in 

English for 1-4 credits per semester. 

For further information of JSP, please visit our website at: 

https://www.dwc.doshisha.ac.jp/english/school_life/international_exchange_system/

international_exchange_system05/js_program 

Option 3 

Japanese 

Language 

Immersion 

Course 

[JLIC] 

Spring 

Semester 

Only 

[For students with limited Japanese proficiency] 

1. Ten 90-minute Japanese Language Classes per week [Non credit courses] 

This program consists of two four week terms, one of which is from mid-May to 

mid-June, and the other is from mid-June to mid-July.  

2. Along with Japanese Language Classes, students may be allowed to take 1–3 

regular courses taught in English for 1-6 credits per semester. 

For further information of JLIC, please visit our website at: 

https://www.dwc.doshisha.ac.jp/english/school_life/international_exchange_system/

international_exchange_system05/concentrated_course 

Note: 1. Japanese Language Courses are undergraduate regular courses offered at Imadegawa Campus. 

2. A completion of certificate and transcript will be provided at the end of the program. 

 
3. Requirements: 
GPA Based on the sending institution’s requirements. 

Language proficiency 

test score 

  ( e.g. TOEFL, JLPT ) 

Students need to be sure they can attend either Japanese or English 

taught courses with the following proficiencies. 

 

(1) Regular Courses (Spring/Fall Semesters) 

Undergraduate Level 

Japanese Requirement 

- Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT): N3 or above. 

If a student has neither taken JLPT nor held N3, a recommendation 

letter by a professor will be required stating that she has Japanese 

language proficiency equivalent to N3 or above. 

Graduate Level 

Japanese Requirement 

Students attending Graduate Level courses are required to be certified 

with the 1st level of the JLPT (Japanese Language Proficiency Test) 

at the time of application. 
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(2) Japanese Studies Program (Fall Semester only) 

English Requirement 

- A student from an English-speaking country or 

- A student who has taken CEFR B2 or above in an English 

Proficiency TEST (e.g. TOEFL, TOEIC, IELTS). 

Japanese Requirement 

- Japanese-Language Proficiency Test (JLPT): N4 to 5 or 

- At least one year of Japanese study experience prior to the program 

*Applicants are requested to be able to read and write katakana and 

hiragana before arriving in Japan. 

 

(3) Japanese Language Immersion Course (Spring Semester only) 

Japanese Requirement 

- Japanese-Language Proficiency Test (JLPT): N4 or 5, or 

- At least six (6) months of Japanese study experience prior to the 

course. 

*It is desirable for applicants to be able to read and write katakana 

and hiragana before arriving in Japan. 

VISA All exchange students need to apply for a visa. 

Insurance 

All exchange students are required to join the National Health 

Insurance Program (Kokumin Kenko Hoken), which reimburses 

about 70% of medical costs. Also, students are required to purchase 

the Comprehensive Insurance designated by DWCLA. 

 
 
4. Application Information: 

Application deadlines 

Semester	1	(Spring	Semester	2027)	

 Nomination Sheet: October 30, 2026 

 Application documents: November 25, 2026 

Semester	2	(Fall	Semester	2027): (tentative)	

 Nomination Sheet: April 2, 2027 

 Application documents: April 23, 2027 

If the deadline is difficult to meet, please let us know so we can discuss it. 

How to obtain the 

application form 

Applicants must request DWCLA’s Study Abroad application form 

via the International Office of their home institution. 

Note: An applicant must be a female student of a DWCLA sister institution.  A student who has 

graduated or is going to graduate during the exchange period will not be accepted. 
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Required documents A complete set of application files will normally consist of: 
(i) DWCLA’s Study Abroad application form, 
(ii) Certificate of Health, 
(iii) Japanese Language Inquiry, 
(iv) Statement of Purpose, 
(v)   Applicant’s academic transcript in English, 
(vi)   ID photo (jpeg format, 600 px. x 450 px., taken within six 
months), 
(vii) Japanese Language Proficiency Score (if any), 
(viii) English Test Score (TOEFL, TOEIC, IELTS etc., if any) 
and 
(ix) a Copy of Passport . 

* All documents must be in PDF except ID Photo. 
* DWCLA reserves the right to determine the final admission 

eligibility of each student nominated by a sister institution. 

* The status of students admitted by DWCLA will be that of an 

Exchange Student at DWCLA. 

 
 
5. Semester Dates: 

Registration 

Semester 1 

(Spring Semester) 

Semester 2 

(Fall Semester) 

Mid- March Mid- September 

Orientation Mid- March Mid- September 

First day of semester Early April Late September 

Last day of semester Early August Mid- February 

Academic calendar https://www.dwc.doshisha.ac.jp/current/class_information/calendar 

 
 
6. Course: 

Course 

Catalog 

(website) 

 

https://www.dwc.doshisha.ac.jp/faculty_and_staff/teacher/syllabus 

Check “Curriculum Map（カリキュラムマップ）” for each department. 

Once you find an interesting course, please click the link below to open the “Search for 

Syllabus” page. Then click “Search by the Course Name（シラバス参照はこちら）,” 

enter the course name, and click the “Search（検索）” button. To view the page in English, 

click “English” in the upper right corner. 

https://unipa.dwc.doshisha.ac.jp/uprx/up/pk/pky001/Pky00101.xhtml 

*Refer to the Syllabus without inputting an ID and a password. 
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Courses in 

English 

Courses written in English in the Course Catalogue on the above web address will 

be delivered in English, such as Speaking, Listening, Writing Strategies, Academic 

Skills, Topic in English, Studies in English etc. 

Language 

Courses 

Chinese, English, French, German, Italian, Korean, and Spanish 

*in some courses Japanese language proficiency required 

 
 
7. Housing Options: 

 Dormitory Name Dormitory Features 

Dormitory 

(Off-campus) 

A. DWCLA’s Dormitory [Migiwa-

ryo] (administered by DWCLA) 

                                    

 Only one year students starting in Spring 

Semester may be accepted. 

 This dormitory provides meals (breakfast 

and dinner) for about 1,000 yen per day. 

Students have to pay for and take all meals. 

 There is a curfew at this dormitory. Students 

are supposed to be in the dormitory no later 

than 11:00 pm. 

B. Other dormitories 

- Global House 

SHUGAKUIN Dormitory 

- Mukaijima Gakusei Center 

 Students both one semester and one year 

can be accepted. 

 These dormitories don’t provide meals. 

Students have to cook their own meals at 

the kitchens. 

 These dormitories have no curfews. 

Websites 

 DWCLA’s Dormitory [Migiwa-ryo]  (administered by DWCLA) 

 https://www.dwc.doshisha.ac.jp/current/dormitory (Japanese) 

 Global House SHUGAKUIN Dormitory 

(administered by NASIC Co., LTD) 

Details of Global House SHUGAKUIN Dormitory 

 Mukaijima Gakusei Center (administered by Kyoto City) 

http://www.kyoto-jkosha.or.jp/center/about.html 

Housing 

assignment 
DWCLA will assign a dormitory to each student, based on availability. 

Students cannot select any specific dormitories. 

Move-in date Mid-March / Mid-September 

Cost and Financial Aid See 8.3 

Deposit  None 

Room Type Single Room (Tentative) 

Detailed Info See 10. “Comparative Chart of Dormitories”  
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8. Cost and Financial Aid: 
8.1  Tuition for DWCLA is NOT required. 

8.2  For domitories, students are required to pay 180,000 JPY per semester or 360,000 JPY per 

year. 

Details regarding the payment method will be announced separately.  

*Please also refer to the "Comparative Chart of Dormitories" on p.8. 

8.3   All exchange students must pay the National Insurance fee required by the Japanese law. 

   Also, students are required to purchase the Comprehensive Insurance designated by  

 DWCLA. 

8.4  All personal costs (commuting expenses, meals, textbooks, travel, clothing, etc.) in Japan  

will be the responsibility of each student. 

 
9. Contact Information: 

 
Division of International Affairs 

at Imadegawa Campus 

 

Name: Toru Yokota (Mr.) 

Tel: +81-(0)75-251-4158/Fax: +81-(0)75-251-4160 

E-mail: kokusa-i@dwc.doshisha.ac.jp 
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